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SECOND ANNUAL BOSTON BOOK FESTIVAL  

TO TAKE PLACE OCTOBER 16, 2010  
IN COPLEY SQUARE 

 
 

(BOSTON-Jan. 25, 2009) The highly anticipated second annual Boston Book Festival will take place on 

Oct. 16, 2010, in various locations around Copley Square. Author lineup, exact times and locations will be 

announced in the coming months.  

The inaugural Boston Book Festival, held Oct. 24, 2009, was an unequivocal success. Organizers 

estimate that 12,000 people attended the presentations, panel discussions, workshops, music 

performances and street fair, most of which were free. The event featured 90 authors and presenters, 

including some of the biggest names in the literary world, 40 outdoor exhibitors, 30 indoor events, 

children’s activities, and live music. Internationally-known fiction and non-fiction writers, scholars, critics 

and commentators including Nobel laureate Orhan Pamuk, Richard Russo, Anita Diamant, John 

Hodgman, Dennis Lehane, Michael Porter, Cornel West, Mary Gordon, Alicia Silverstone, Michael Patrick 

MacDonald, Jill Lepore, Nicholas Negroponte, David Pogue, Chris Van Allsburg and many others spoke 

to packed houses at historic Boston locations. 

According to founding president Deborah Z Porter, “We were very pleased with our first festival, and 

grateful for all of the support we received.  This year we will have more beautiful venues with the same 

high-quality presentations, panels, children’s activities and music.  We’re in the midst of identifying 

sponsors and confirming presenters, and hope to announce this year’s participants over the summer.” 

The Boston Book Festival is produced by the non-profit organization of the same name, and is made 

possible with the generous support of sponsors and individual donors. For more information about the 

Boston Book Festival, visit www.bostonbookfest.org. 

Boston Book Festival Partners include Mayor Thomas M. Menino; The Mayor’s Office of Arts, Tourism 

and Special Events; The City of Boston Parks and Recreation Department; ReadBoston; Boston Public 

Library; the Boston Athenæum; PEN New England; Grub Street; Trinity Church; Old South Church; 

Boston Children’s Museum; Cambridge Public Library, New Center for Arts and Culture; 826 Boston; 



Brattle Theatre, Berklee College of Music; Emerson College; Harvard Bookstore; Brookline Booksmith, 

Porter Square Books; and Newtonville Books. 

Boston Book Festival Board of Directors: President Deborah Z. Porter; Treasurer Steve Oristaglio; 

Secretary Susana B. Lopez; Paul La Camera, Callie Crossley, Robert Duboff, Joseph Finder, Steve 

Grossman, Glenda Manzi, Jeff Mayersohn, John Taylor Williams, Larry Weber. Honorary Advisory 

Board: Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Ann Gund, Arthur Golden, Phil Balboni, Amy Ryan, Diane Patrick, Tom 

Perrotta, Lou Casagrande. Literary Advisory Group: Helene Atwan, Chris Bohjalian, Chris Castellani, 

Callie Crossley, Junot Diaz, Anita Diamant, Andre Dubus III, Leslie Epstein, Erica Funkhouser, Atul 

Gawande, Allegra Goodman, Elizabeth Graver, Lynne Griffin, Jennifer Haigh, Esmond Harmsworth, John 

Hodgman, Alice Hoffman, Gish Jen, Ha Jin, Bret Anthony Johnston, Dennis Lehane, Elinor Lipman, 

Margot Livesey, Michael Lowenthal, Amy MacKinnon, Gregory Maguire, Elizabeth McCracken, Kim 

McLarin, Mameve Medwed, Claire Messud, Sue Miller, Susan Orlean, Robert Pinsky, Richard Russo, 

Hank Phillippi Ryan, Salvatore Scibona, Jim Shepard, Anita Shreve, Janet Silver, Jessica Stern, Karen 

Wulf. Technology Advisory Group: Judith Donath, Michael Hawley, Douglas Levin, Glenda Manzi, 

Andrew McAfee, Nicholas Negroponte, David Small. 
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