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CHIP KIDD TO DESIGN POSTER FOR INAUGURAL BOSTON BOOK FESTIVAL,  

PRESENTED BY STATE STREET CORPORATION 
 

Festival to be Held Oct. 24, 2009 in Copley Square 
 

(BOSTON – June 24, 2009) Chip Kidd, the most celebrated book cover designer in the world, is 

contributing a poster design to the Boston Book Festival, which holds its inaugural event in Boston’s 

Copley Square on Oct. 24, 2009.  His poster design will be unveiled at an event on Sept. 14, 2009 at the 

Boston Public Library, which will also serve as a fundraiser for the non-profit festival. The poster will be 

used to promote the festival, and collectible prints will be sold online at bostonbookfest.org and at the 

festival. More details about the unveiling event to follow.  

Kidd, who has been called by USA Today “the closest thing to a graphic design rock star,” has designed 

covers for authors like Cormac McCarthy, John Updike, David Sedaris, Augusten Burroughs and Michael 

Crichton, in his job as an associate art director for publishing giant Knopf.  He also supervises graphic 

novels for Pantheon. His work has been featured in Vanity Fair, Eye, Print, Entertainment Weekly, The 

New Republic, Time, Graphis, New York, and ID magazines, and he is a regular contributor of visual 

commentary to the Op-Ed page of The New York Times. He has authored two works of fiction, and 

recently announced that he will create a full-length Batman story for DC Comics.  

Said Kidd, “I am delighted to be designing the poster for a new book festival in a city that has had a huge 

influence on our country's literary history and is at the forefront of innovation around books.” 

“We are excited and honored to have our first poster designed by Chip,” said Boston Book Festival 

Founding President Deborah Z Porter. “His support, and the support of everyone from Mayor Menino to 

State Street and all of our partners and participating publishers and authors shows how needed and 

anticipated this festival is.” 

Members of the design community have taken notice of Kidd’s involvement.  John Maeda, the new 

President of the Rhode Island School of Design commented, “Chip Kidd's legendary stature as the 

‘Batman of designers’ indicates the powerful creative energy brewing at the Boston Book Festival.”  



The Boston Book Festival will take place Oct. 24 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the Boston Public Library, Old 

South Church, Trinity Church and outdoors in Copley Square.  Events will include presentations, and 

panels featuring internationally-known fiction and non-fiction writers, scholars, critics and commentators; a 

focus on technology as it relates to reading; programming for children, teens and families; writing 

workshops and word-based competitions; and theatre, spoken word and music performances.  

Panels and events being planned include Books Without Pages: Discussing the Future of Books; Eat 

Your Words: Food Writers and Chefs; Boston Noir; American Writer Idol: Literary Agents Critique 

Unpublished Work; We Are the Champions: Sports writers and their love of the game.  More panels and 

events will be announced in the coming months. Confirmed authors include Dennis Lehane (Mystic River, 

The Given Day), Barbara Lynch (No. 9 Park, Stir), Ken Burns (The Civil War, The National Parks), Joseph 

Finder (Vanished, High Crimes); Elinor Lipman (Then She Found Me, The Family Man), Anita Diamant 

(The Red Tent), David Pogue (New York Times), Henry Louis Gates, Jr. (Lincoln on Race and Slavery), 

Tom Perrotta (Little Children), Elizabeth Nunez (Prospero’s Daughter, Anna In-Between) and Stephen L. 

Carter (Emperor of Ocean Park), with many more to be announced.  

The inaugural Boston Book Festival is presented by State Street Corporation.  Additional sponsors 

include Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, The Boston Foundation, Verizon, Rodale, Hachette Book Group, and 

E-ink.  Media sponsors include WBUR, New England Cable News, and The Boston Globe. Partners 

include Mayor Thomas M. Menino; The Mayor’s Office of Arts, Tourism and Special Events; The City of 

Boston Parks and Recreation Department; ReadBoston; Boston Public Library; Boston Athenæum; PEN 

New England; Grub Street; Trinity Church; Old South Church; Boston Children’s Museum; New Center for 

Arts and Culture; 826 Boston; Cloud Place; Harvard Bookstore; Brookline Booksmith, Porter Square 

Books; and Newtonville Books. 

Boston Book Festival Board of Directors: President Deborah Z. Porter; Treasurer Steve Oristaglio; 
Secretary Susana B. Lopez; Paul La Camera, Callie Crossley, Robert Duboff, Joseph Finder, Steve 
Grossman, Karen Kaufman, Glenda Manzi, Tom Perrotta, John Taylor Williams, Larry Weber. Honorary 
Advisory Board: Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Ann Gund, Arthur Golden, Phil Balboni, Amy Ryan, Diane 
Patrick.  Literary Advisory Group: Helene Atwan, D.Y. Bechard, Chris Bohjalian, Chris Castellani, Callie 
Crossley, Junot Diaz, Anita Diamant, Andre Dubus III, Leslie Epstein, Erica Funkhouser, Atul Gawande, 
Julia Glass, Allegra Goodman, Elizabeth Graver, Jennifer Haigh, Esmond Harmsworth, John Hodgman, 
Alice Hoffman, Gish Jen, Ha Jin, Bret Anthony Johnston, Dennis Lehane, Elinor Lipman, Margot Livesey, 
Michael Lowenthal, Amy MacKinnon, Gregory Maguire, Elizabeth McCracken, Kim McLarin, Claire 
Messud, Sue Miller, Susan Orlean, Robert Pinsky, Richard Russo, Salvatore Scibona, Jim Shepard, Anita 
Shreve, Janet Silver, Jessica Stern, Karen Wulf.  Technology Advisory Group: Judith Donath, 
Lawrence Feldman, Michael Hawley, Douglas Levin, Glenda Manzi, Andrew McAfee, Nicholas 
Negroponte, David Small. 

State Street Corporation (NYSE: STT) is the world's leading provider of financial services to institutional 
investors including investment servicing, investment management and investment research and trading. 
With $11.3 trillion in assets under custody and US$1.4 trillion in assets under management at March 31, 
2009, State Street operates in 27 countries and more than 100 geographic markets worldwide. For more 
information, visit State Street’s website at www.statestreet.com. 

### 



 


